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    Advance Copy Record Layout FAQs 

 When do the changes to the electronic student record layout go into effect?  
Modifications to the electronic student record layout will go into effect starting with the test dates in September 

2015 for The ACT®. ACT is providing an advance copy to allow time for software modifications and testing.  

 Where can I find the data file layouts?  
Click on each link below to access the data file layout most appropriate for your application:  

 High Schools  (www.act.org/aap/k12/recordinfo.html) 

 College/University (www.act.org/aap/infosys/recordinfo.html) 

 How are changes to the electronic file layout indicated? 
All advance copies of the electronic student record layout clearly outline new and updated fields to help you easily 

identify changes.  

 Will ACT provide a sample test file of student data? 
ACT will provide test files of sample student data in the new format in March 2015. A test file for the High School 

Layout will be available at www.act.org/aap/k12/recordinfo.html. A test file for the College Layout will be available 

at www.act.org/aap/infosys/recordinfo.html.  

 How many bytes are being added to the electronic student record layout?  
The electronic student record layout will expand from 790 to 1,050 bytes in September 2015. The added space will 

be used to accommodate additional scores and indicators that are part of continuous enhancements to The ACT®.  

There is additional filler at the end of the record layout reserved for future use.  

 What is the ACT policy regarding including social security numbers in reporting?  
ACT has made a policy decision to discontinue the reporting of social security numbers.  Beginning in the 2015-2016 

academic year, SSNs will no longer be included in any reports.  Individuals are not required to provide their SSNs 

when they take ACT assessments and each year, fewer and fewer individuals provide it.  This decision reflects the 

ACT commitment to the importance of customer data privacy and the particular sensitivity associated with 

SSNs.  For these reasons, ACT has chosen, as an organization, to move away from use of the SSN and will be taking 

steps to stop collecting SSNs, even on an optional basis.  

 How do I stay updated? 
Register to receive updates about enhancements to The ACT® test at www.act.org/actnext. 
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