
Increasing Student Achievement 
A student’s performance on the ACT is heavily influenced 
by their achievement in core high school courses. It’s also  
a predictor of how well positioned the student is to 
succeed after graduation. But how can educators both 
boost and assess their students’ achievement in the years 
leading up to the ACT—and align what they’re teaching  
to the skills students need? 

ACT QualityCore Courses

n  English:  
English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12

n  Mathematics:  
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus

n  Science:  
Biology, Chemistry, Physics

n  Social Studies:  
US History

Making the Connection
ACT QualityCore® enhances  

classroom instruction—and improves 
performance on the ACT® test

ACT QualityCore helps increase the rigor of curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment for 12 core high school 
courses. When students excel in ACT QualityCore courses, 
they demonstrate stronger academic growth throughout 
high school—and better scores on the ACT. 

Influence of Achievement in Core High School  
Courses on ACT Scores, a 2015 ACT research report, 
found that students who master courses enhanced by 
ACT QualityCore are more likely to demonstrate positive 
academic growth during high school and score better  
on the ACT.

By using ACT QualityCore to increase the quality and 
intensity of core courses, you help students improve 
their performance throughout high school and position 
themselves for success after it.

www.act.org/qualitycore

http://www.act.org/qualitycore


ACT QualityCore: Resources  
for Increasing Rigor 

Improving Performance
A rigorous curriculum sets course standards at such a level that all students—
from those who struggle to those who excel—are on track for a variety of 
post-high school opportunities. ACT QualityCore helps:

n  Anchor curriculum to meaningful endpoints for students

n  Align curriculum to build and support students’ understanding  
of concepts and development of skills

n  Emphasize depth of understanding over breadth of coverage

n  Encourage interdisciplinary connections

Enhancing Instruction 
When teachers add rigor to their instruction, they help their students master 
high standards. Course outlines, unit plans, and model instructional units are 
among the ACT QualityCore instructional resources that help teachers do 
this. The program also provides ACT Course Standards to help teachers align 
what they’re teaching with the essential skills students need for success in 
high school, on the ACT, and throughout their lives after graduation. 

Aligning Assessment 
ACT QualityCore helps teachers align assessment with the depth of 
understanding required by established standards—and allows students  
to demonstrate their mastery of those standards. The program provides  
the following assessment resources:

n  Test blueprint that describes the thinking skills and content  
to be measured in end-of-course assessments

n  Test builder to help build interim assessments and align them  
to essential skills

n  End-of-course assessments to measure learning outcomes

Your Next Steps 
Contact your local ACT representative or call 866.764.7228 to request  
a demonstration of ACT QualityCore—now offered on a new, more stable 
platform—and start expanding your students’ post-high school opportunities.   
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A Flexible Solution
ACT QualityCore gives you the 
flexibility to purchase only the 
courses you need. Its educator 
resources are also built to 
complement any curriculum, 
instructional materials, or 
assessment systems you’re  
currently using.
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