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Summary

The purpose of the present study is to evaluate the pre-
dictive validity of the ACT assessment--the ACT tests and the
non-academic achievement scales of the Student Profile Section.
At 35 diverse institutions, students who had completed the ACT
battery prior to college admission were surveyed for their aca-
demic and non-academic accomplishments during their freshman
year. Criteria included college grades, twelve scales designed
to measure notable extra-classroom accomplishment in college,
and one scale to assess recognition for academic accomplishment.
Predictors included scores on ACT tests, high school grades,
and the six scales measuring non-academic accomplishment in
high school. The results, which support our earlier findings,
indicate that non-academic accomplishment can be assessed
with moderate reliability, that both academic and non-academic
accomplishment can be predicted to a useful degree, and that
non-academic accomplishment is largely independent of academic

potential and achievement.
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In the interest of human and social values, educational
institutions should be concerned with finding students who will
do outstanding things outside the classroom and in later life as
well as students who have the ability to get satisfactory grades.
If we are to find such students, we need a better record of
students' competencies and achievement during the high school
years. Further, we should consider such measures important
in their own right rather than weak supplementary measures
to remedy the slight defects of conventional aptitude and achieve-
ment tests.

The Student Profile Section was added to the ACT battery
in the fall of 1965 to fill this need in part. It is a short
biographical inventory containing the kind of information often
requested in college application blanks. However, it collects
and reports this information in a more systematic fashion than
do similar institutional forms. Specifically, it gives the student
the opportunity to tell the prospective colleges about his aspira-
tions, goals, anticipated personnel needs (such as housing and
financial aid), and non-classroom achievements.

The purpose of the present study is to evaluate the predictive

validity of the ACT Assessment--the ACT tests and the non-aca-









