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APPLICATION
Qualified Exception to the Deadline (QED)

PRODUCT: THE ACT   |  PROGRAM: STATE TESTING, DISTRICT TESTING  |  AUDIENCE: TESTING STAFF

The QED window provides states/districts 
a final opportunity to submit requests for 
accommodations and/or EL supports for 
students who experience a qualifying event 
after all published accommodations request 
deadlines have passed.

Examinees who experience a qualifying event 
prior to the final accommodations deadline will 
submit a request for the next upcoming test 
event/window and will not qualify for a QED.

If the student does not meet one of the listed 
criteria, or if supporting documentation of the 
qualifying event cannot be provided, do not 
apply.

Student Name and Qualifying 
Event

Student Name

TAA PIN� Date of Qualifying Event

	z Select the qualifying criteria from the list.
	z Upload to the Test Accessibility and 
Accommodations (TAA) system:

	{ This form (under the “other” documentation 
upload field)

	{ Supporting documentation of the 
qualifying event

	{ Other required documentation

Note: Due to time constraints, reconsideration 
for Qualified Exceptions to the Deadline is not 
possible, so it is important that all the required 
information is provided in the TAA system on 
the initial submission. Requests missing any 
required information will be returned without 
review.

	�  � Student transferred to the school after all 
published request deadlines:

	{ Must provide official documentation of 
the transfer, AND

	{ Must provide a complete copy of the 
IEP/504 or accommodations plan from 
the previous school, AND

	{ Must provide a complete copy of the 
current IEP/504 or accommodations 
plan (does not apply if implementing 
an existing IEP or 504 Plan from the 
previous school)

	�  � Student was identified as an English Learner 
for the first time after all published request 
deadlines:

	{ Must provide current English language 
proficiency test scores testing for all 
4 language domains (screeners are 
insufficient) 
OR

	{ Must provide dated and signed parent 
notification of eligibility for English learner 
services

	�  � Student grade level changed after all 
published request deadlines (retained or 
advanced):

	{ Must provide registration system 
documentation of previous grade level 
and date of the grade level update 
OR

	{ Must provide a signed letter from the 
school registrar with the effective dates

	�  � Student was identified as having a new 
diagnosis/disability qualification after all 
published request deadlines, and an initial 
IEP/504 Plan or Accommodations plan was 
developed:

	{ Must provide a complete copy of the 
IEP/504 or accommodations plan, AND

	{ Must provide the evaluation report
Note: Includes medical emergencies. For 
medical emergencies that do not result in the 
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student’s placement on an IEP or 504 Plan, 
designated supports are available. Both events 
must have occurred after the final published 
deadline listed in your Schedule of Events. 
Students who were identified before the 
deadline but do not yet have a plan in place 
due to delayed scheduling do not qualify.

TAC Acknowledgement and 
Attestation
I understand that a request for a Qualified 
Exception to the Deadline (QED) is a one-time 
consideration only. I understand that if I do not 
provide all the required documentation in the 
TAA system on the initial submission, including 
documentation that supports the qualifying 
event and this completed form, ACT® will return 
the request without review, and I will not be 
permitted to submit for reconsideration for any 
test date on the Schedule of Events.

I understand that associating a National 
test date for which the student is not 
registered is not allowed. If the request 
is not associated with a State or District 
Authorized QED test event in TAA, the 
request will be returned without review.
By signing below, I attest that the student 
named on this form meets one of ACT’s 
criteria for a Qualified Exception to the 
Deadline. I understand that any misuse 
of the QED allowance (i.e., submitting 
requests that do not qualify) will be 
reported back to my state or district.

Test Accommodations Coordinator (TAC) Name

TAC Signature

Date
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