ACT Research and Policy
Research Reports
Educator Reports
Policy Reports
Issue/Information Briefs

Accuracy of StudentReported High School GPA

Information Brief

April 2013

• Overall, 83% of students
accurately reported their HSGPA
within 0.50 units, and 58%
accurately reported their HSGPA
within 0.25 units.
• The correlation of studentreported and school-reported
HSGPA was 0.84. A previous
study on students who took the
ACT Test in 1985–1986 found a
median correlation of 0.80 across
30 high school courses.2
• On average, students over-

In this brief, we compare student-reported high school GPA (HSGPA) to GPA
data provided by schools. As part of an ongoing longitudinal study, HSGPA
and other data were collected from multiple school districts.1 Many of the
students in the study also took the ACT ® Test and reported the grades they
earned in core subject area courses, which are then used to calculate studentreported HSGPA.
In the table below, we summarize the relationship of actual and studentreported HSGPA values. The results are aggregated by actual HSGPA level
so we can determine if accuracy level depends on actual HSGPA. Unlike
previous studies, we did not study self-report accuracy for individual courses.
It is possible that some of the differences we see between actual and studentreported HSGPA are due to differences in which course grades are included in
each average.
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by 0.14 units, on average.3
• Data from 1,980 students in
11 school districts were used to
examine the accuracy of student-
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The results suggest that the accuracy of student-reported HSGPA increases
with actual HSGPA. At the lowest level of actual HSGPA, only 35% of students
accurately reported their HSGPA within 0.50 points, and students over-reported
their course grades by 0.82 units, on average. At the highest level of actual
HSGPA, nearly all students (98%) accurately reported their HSGPA within
0.50 points, and students slightly under-reported their course grades.
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