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Students’ Chances of Completing an Associate’'s Degree or Transferring to an In-State Four-Year Postsecondary Institution
within Three Years of Enrolling in a Two-Year Institution by ACT Composite Score and Gender

100 ~
For both male and female 80 | Female students
students enrolling in Male students
two-year postsecondary
institutions, students’ = 601
chances of completing 3
an associate’s degree or o 40 1
transferring to an in-state
four-year institution within
three years increased with 20 1
higher ACT Composite
scores. 0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26
ACT Composite Score

28 30 32 34 36

Note: Results based on data from nearly 66,000 ACT-tested students who enrolled in a two-year postsecondary institution as new students in fall 2000 through 2006. Forty Institutions
from two state systems were represented. Degree completion from initial institution was tracked. For a more detailed description of the study, see ACT Research Report 2013-5.

A recent ACT study' that included data from 40 two-year
postsecondary institutions from two state systems found that the
typical chances of completing an associate’s degree or transferring to
an in-state four-year postsecondary institution within three years was
23% for both female and male students.

Among students with higher academic achievement levels (as
measured by Composite score on the ACT® college readiness
assessment), rates of degree completion or transfer were higher for
female students than for male students. For example, for students
with an ACT Composite score of 25, female students had a 46%
chance of degree completion or transfer, compared to a 40% chance
for male students.
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These findings suggest there are factors besides academic
achievement contributing to differences in rates of degree completion
or transfer between female and male students with higher ACT
Composite scores at two-year institutions. These factors might
include academic behaviors and goals that can influence students’
chances of college success. m
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