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This document is a supplement to the State Match lllinois Middle/Junior and Early
High School Learning Standards English Language Arts, Mathematics, and
Science; Grade 8 Assessment Frameworks; Grade 11 Assessment Frameworks
and EXPLORE and PLAN (June 2009). This supplement identifies specific ACT
College Readiness Standards that correspond to each lllinois Learning Standard
and lllinois Grade 8 and 11 Assessment Framework objective in a side-by-side
format.

The left side of each page presents lllinois Learning Standards or Assessment
Framework objectives (highlighted if measured by ACT’s corresponding testing
program). The right side of each page presents the specific ACT College
Readiness Standard(s) that corresponds to each lllinois Learning Standard or
Assessment Framework objective.

lllinois Learning Standards and Assessment Framework objectives listed here are
from the following documents:

lllinois Learning Standards for English Language Arts 1997
lllinois Learning Standards for Mathematics 1997
lllinois Learning Standards for Science 1997
lllinois Reading Assessment Frameworks—ISAT Grade 8 June 2007
lllinois Writing Assessment Frameworks—ISAT Grade 8 July 2006
lllinois Mathematics Assessment Frameworks—ISAT Grade 8 Sep. 2004
lllinois Reading Assessment Frameworks—PSAE Grade 11 Aug. 2005
lllinois Writing Assessment Frameworks—PSAE Grade 11 Jan. 2007
lllinois Mathematics Assessment Frameworks—PSAE Grade 11 Aug. 2005
lllinois Science Assessment Frameworks—PSAE Grade 11 Aug. 2005
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TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

A. Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to
comprehend selections.

1.A.3a. Apply knowledge of word origins and
derivations to comprehend words used in specific
content areas (e.g., scientific, political, literary,
mathematical).

1.A.3b. Analyze the meaning of words and phrases in
their context.

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and
fluency.

1.B.3a. Preview reading materials, make predictions
and relate reading to information from other sources.

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about
characters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

1.B.3b. Identify text structure and create a visual
representation (e.g., graphic organizer, outline,
drawing) to use while reading.

Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

1.B.3c. Continuously check and clarify for
understanding (e.g., in addition to previous skills, draw
comparisons to other readings).

Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

lllinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards

S-1

= Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests




TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-2 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about charac-
ters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

1.B.3d. Read age-appropriate material with fluency and
accuracy.

Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

lllinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards
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TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-4 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about
characters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

C. Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

1.C.3a. Use information to form, explain and support
questions and predictions.

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about
characters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

1.C.3b. Interpret and analyze entire narrative text using
story elements, point of view and theme.

Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in
uncomplicated literary narratives

lllinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards
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TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-6 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about charac-
ters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

1.C.3c. Compare, contrast and evaluate ideas and Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

information from various sources and genres. Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-7 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-8 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about charac-
ters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

1.C.3d. Summarize and make generalizations from Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

content and relate them to the purpose of the material. Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward

paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-9 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Reading

State Goal 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about
characters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

1.C.3e. Compare how authors and illustrators use text
and art across materials to express their ideas (e.qg.,
foreshadowing, flashbacks, color, strong verbs,
language that inspires).

1.C.3f. Interpret tables that display textual information
and data in visual formats.

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-10 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

A. Understand how literary elements and techniques are
used to convey meaning.

2.A.3a. Identify and analyze a variety of literary Supporting Details:
techniques (e.g., figurative language, allusion, dialogue,
description, word choice, dialect) within classical and
contemporary works representing a variety of genres.

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about charac-
ters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

2.A.3b. Describe how the development of theme, Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:
character, plot and setting contribute to the overall
impact of a piece of literature.

Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-11 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-12 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about charac-
ters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

2.A.3c. Identify characteristics and authors of various
literary forms (e.g., short stories, novels, drama, fables,
biographies, documentaries, poetry, science fiction).

2.A.3d. Identify ways that an author uses language Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:
structure, word choice and style to convey the author’s

h . Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in
viewpoint.

uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Illinois English Language Arts Middle/Junior High School Learning Standards ~ S-13 = Measured by EXPLORE English and/or Reading tests



TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

B. Read and interpret a variety of literary works.

2.B.3a. Respond to literary material from personal, Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

creative and critical points of view. Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in

uncomplicated literary narratives

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages
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TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages
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TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about
characters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages

2.B.3b. Compare and contrast common literary themes
across various societies and eras.

2.B.3c. Analyze how characters in literature deal with Main Ideas and Author’s Approach:

conflict, solve problems and relate to real-life situations. Recognize a clear intent of an author or narrator in

uncomplicated literary narratives

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in uncomplicated literary narratives

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
uncomplicated passages

Identify a clear main idea or purpose of any paragraph or
paragraphs in uncomplicated passages

Infer the main idea or purpose of straightforward
paragraphs in more challenging passages

Summarize basic events and ideas in more challenging
passages

Understand the overall approach taken by an author or
narrator (e.g., point of view, kinds of evidence used) in
more challenging passages

Supporting Details:

Locate basic facts (e.g., names, dates, events) clearly
stated in a passage

Locate simple details at the sentence and paragraph level
in uncomplicated passages

Recognize a clear function of a part of an uncomplicated
passage

Locate important details in uncomplicated passages

Make simple inferences about how details are used in
passages

Locate important details in more challenging passages

Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in
uncomplicated passages

Discern which details, though they may appear in different
sections throughout a passage, support important points in
more challenging passages
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TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Sequential, Comparative, and Cause-Effect
Relationships:

Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) or if an event
occurred in uncomplicated passages

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships described within
a single sentence in a passage

Identify relationships between main characters in
uncomplicated literary narratives

Recognize clear cause-effect relationships within a single
paragraph in uncomplicated literary narratives

Order simple sequences of events in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Identify clear relationships between people, ideas, and so
on in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in uncomplicated
passages

Order sequences of events in uncomplicated passages

Understand relationships between people, ideas, and so on
in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear relationships between characters, ideas, and
so on in more challenging literary narratives

Understand implied or subtly stated cause-effect
relationships in uncomplicated passages

Identify clear cause-effect relationships in more challenging
passages

Meanings of Words:

Understand the implication of a familiar word or phrase and
of simple descriptive language

Use context to understand basic figurative language

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in uncomplicated passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of
virtually any word, phrase, or statement in uncomplicated
passages

Use context to determine the appropriate meaning of some
figurative and nonfigurative words, phrases, and statements
in more challenging passages

Generalizations and Conclusions:

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about the
main characters in uncomplicated literary narratives

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions about people,
ideas, and so on in uncomplicated passages

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in uncomplicated passages
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TABLE 1A

Literature

State Goal 2: Read and understand literature
representative of various societies, eras and ideas.

Draw simple generalizations and conclusions using details
that support the main points of more challenging passages

Draw subtle generalizations and conclusions about
characters, ideas, and so on in uncomplicated literary
narratives

Draw generalizations and conclusions about people, ideas,
and so on in more challenging passages
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TABLE 1A

Writing

State Goal 3: Write to communicate for a variety of
purposes.

A. Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation,
capitalization and structure.

3.A.3. Write compositions that contain complete Organization, Unity, and Coherence:
sentences and effective paragraphs using English

) Select the most logical place to add a sentence in a
conventions.

paragraph
Add a sentence that introduces a simple paragraph

Rearrange the sentences in a fairly uncomplicated
paragraph for the sake of logic

Sentence Structure and Formation:
Use conjunctions or punctuation to join simple clauses

Revise shifts in verb tense between simple clauses in a
sentence or between simple adjoining sentences

Determine the need for punctuation and conjunctions to
avoid awkward-sounding sentence fragments and fused
sentences

Decide the appropriate verb tense and voice by considering
the meaning of the entire sentence

Recognize and correct marked disturbances of sentence
flow and structure (e.g., participial phrase fragments,
missing or incorrect relative pronouns, dangling or
misplaced modifiers)

Revise to avoid faulty placement of phrases and faulty
coordination and subordination of clauses in sentences with
subtle structural problems

Maintain consistent verb tense and pronoun person on the
basis of the preceding clause or sentence

Conventions of Usage:

Solve such basic grammatical problems as how to form the
past and past participle of irregular but commonly used
verbs and how to form comparative and superlative
adjectives

Solve such grammatical problems as whether to use an
adverb or adjective form, how to ensure straightforward
subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement, and
which preposition to use in simple contexts

Recognize and use the appropriate word in frequently
confused pairs such as there and their, past and passed,
and /ed and lead

Use idiomatically appropriate prepositions, especially in
combination with verbs (e.g., long for, appeal to)

Ensure that a verb agrees with its subject when there is
some text between the two

Ensure that a pronoun agrees with its antecedent when the
two occur in separate clauses or sentences

Identify the correct past and past participle forms of
irregular and infrequently used verbs and form present-
perfect verbs by using have rather than of
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TABLE 1A

Writing

State Goal 3: Write to communicate for a variety of
purposes.

Conve