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ACT Certified Educator (ACE) Program Vision

Overview of the Program
ACT is the central certifying body issuing credentials to qualified candidates. The 
credential can be earned in any and all of the four ACT subject areas plus Writing, as well 
as an ACT Basics certification that cover the understanding of the fundamental aspects of 
the ACT test (general test procedures and administration, not specific to any subject 
area).

The program requires a qualification assessment to ensure content expertise in the 
appropriate subject area (exception for the Basics course). The understanding of content 
is critical to be able to teach; however, the ACT believes the ability to understand and 
utilize teaching and learning strategies is what makes effective educators. To validate 
understanding of content and pedagogy, ACT will administer a certification exam at the 
end of the training. Claims of teaching ability will be delivered by ACT to certification 
holders to share.



Conceptual Change

(ACE)



Certified Educator Program

Subject Area
Qualification

Content knowledge 
assessment2 days (18 hours)

Subject Area
Training

55-item exam

Subject Area
Certification

60-item exam

Basics
Certification

1 day (9 hours)

Basics
Training

EnglishEnglish English

MathMath Math

ReadingReading Reading

ScienceScience Science

WritingWriting Writing

BasicsBasics

1 day (9 hours)



5

ACT Certified Educator Courses
Certification Courses
Certification requires candidates to be present during training sessions. The ACT Certified Educator–Basics and 
ACT Certified Educator–Writing courses are one day in length, while the other subject-specific courses consist of 
two days of training.

ACE Certification exams will take place at the end of each training course.

The curriculum presented at each course will consist of the following:
ACT Basics (9 Hours)*

• Registration
• Test preparation resources
• What to expect on test day
• Checking in
• Required materials
• Mental preparedness
• Test-taking soft skills

*All candidates are strongly advised to complete the Basics course, regardless of whatever subject-specific 
certifications they wish to obtain. It is a foundational program that promotes the development and use of learner 
centered skills and the standards of professionalism required of ACT Certified Educators, regardless of subject area.
ACT Math (18 hours)

• All Math content from Career and College Readiness Standards (CCRS)
• Teaching techniques and strategies specific to CCRS.
• Coaching skills and remediation for Math.
• Use of educational resources (e.g., ACT Academy) for remediation and practice
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ACT Certified Educators Courses (Continued)

ACT English (18 hours)
• All English content from Career and College Readiness Standards (CCRS)
• Teaching techniques and strategies for CCRS.
• Coaching skills and remediation for Reading.
• Use of educational resources (e.g., ACT Academy) for remediation and practice

ACT Reading (18 hours)
• All Reading content from Career and College Readiness Standards (CCRS)
• Teaching techniques and strategies for CCRS.
• Coaching skills and remediation for Reading.
• Use of educational resources (e.g., ACT Academy) for remediation and practice

ACT Science (18 Hours)
• All Science content from Career and College Readiness Standards (CCRS)
• Science teaching techniques and strategies for CCRS.
• Coaching skills and remediation for Science.
• Use of educational resources (e.g., ACT Academy) for remediation and practice

ACT Writing (9 Hours)
• All Writing content from Career and College Readiness Standards (CCRS)
• Teaching techniques and strategies for CCRS.
• Coaching skills.
• Use of educational resources (e.g., ACT Academy) for remediation and practice
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3-Day ACE Program Schedule

• Prospective outline for Basics + English, each course can be offered individually.
• Additional Content Area courses are in development

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 

Basics Training (2 hrs)
Content Area Training (1.25 hrs)

Content Area Training (2 hrs)
Qualification Assessment (0.75 hr)

Break (15 min) Break (15 min) Break (15 min)

Basics Training 
(1.75 hrs) Content Area Training (1.75 hrs) Content Area Training (1.75 hrs)

Lunch (45 min) Lunch (45 min) Lunch (45 min)

Basics Training (1.75 hrs) Content Area Training (1.75 hrs) Content Area Training (1.75 hrs)

Break (15 min) Break (15 min) Break (15 min)

Basics Review / Study (1 hr) Content Area Training (1 hr) Content Area Training (1 hr)

Break (15 min) Break (15 min) Break (15 min)

Basics Assessment (1 hr) Content Area Training (1 hr) Certification Exam (1 hr)



ACE Registration – Required Attestations



� 60 items
� 60 minutes

o 60 seconds per item
� 4 answer choices

o Best answer
� Computer-based test
� 4 content areas

ACT ACE
Basics 
Exam

Principle ACT 
Knowledge

Resource 
Utilization

Learner 
Centered Skills

Professionalism

ACE–Basics Certification Exam



ACE–Basics - Learning Objectives (examples)

Principle ACT Knowledge
� Candidate will be able to explain what the ACT benchmarks represent.

Resource Utilization
� Candidate will be able to describe how to interpret the ACT score report

Learner Centered Skills
� Candidate will be able to evaluate students’ study habits and provide 

feedback as they practice various learning strategies.

Professionalism
� Candidate will be able to communicate in a way that is sensitive to and 

holistically respectful of individuals.



Support recall and understanding of information
Benefits
� Increased memory
� Strengthen connections
� Highlight key information

Categories
� Acquisition and Retention

o Rehearsal, mnemonic, selection
� Comprehension

o Organization, integration, extension

Cognitive Learning Strategies
(examples from ACE–Basics Training)



Supportive Skills
(examples from ACE–Basics Training)

Increase awareness
� Appreciate and respect differences
� Honest self-recognition

Communicate frequently
� Learn about backgrounds
� Ask questions
� Share your experiences

Take responsibility
� Develop skills



� 55 items
� 60 minutes

o 65 seconds per item
� 4 answer choices

o Best answer
� Computer-based test
� 3 content areas

25
%
35
%

ACT ACE 
English 
Exam

Individualized 
Tutoring

Recommend 
Strategies

Test Structure 
& Content

ACE–English Exam



ACE–English - Learning Objectives (examples)

Individualized Tutoring
� Candidate will make up a simpler version of a question when a student 

demonstrates an error/misconception in order to highlight an underlying 
principle leading to a correct response

Identify and Recommend Strategies
� Candidate will differentiate between easier and harder questions within 

content categories within the English language test framework and make 
recommendations to students about pacing themselves.

Understand Test Structure and Content
� Candidate will correctly identify the skill target of a given ACT English 

item, using appropriate language of the discipline (e.g., “subject-verb 
agreement,” “misplaced modifier,” “wordiness”).



ACT Certified Educator Digital Badges
Issued through ACT’s Certification Vault Tool
� Requires:

o Email
o Name
o Credential Number
o Earned Date

� Emails new badge owner
o Claim online
o Share via networks



ACT Certified Educator Digital Badges



ACT Certified 
Educators Online 
Verification Page


