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Overview of Subjects 
and Scores
Your ACT® Aspire® Interim student score report contains information about your strengths and 

weaknesses in up to four subject areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science. Read this guide 

to better understand your ACT Aspire Interim student score report and how it can help you. Later, 

visit www.discoveractaspire.org for more information and resources for students and parents. 

Summary of Subject Assessments
English tests assess your developed ability to revise and edit texts. A typical English test contains 

several text passages and a series of questions. Text passages cover topics including English 

language arts, the humanities, and social and natural sciences.  

Reading tests contain several text passages, including narratives (prose fiction, memoirs, and 

personal essays) and informational texts (social science and natural science). The passages range in 

level of text complexity to provide an indication about how well you understand texts of increasing 

difficulty. You answer a series of questions which assess your abilities to recognize meaning and 

reason logically about texts and to make connections between texts. 

Mathematics tests assess what you can do with what you’ve learned about mathematical 

formulas and computations, including the skills new to your grade level as well as whether you’ve 

continued to strengthen and apply mathematics learned in earlier grades.  

Science tests assess science practices by using real scientific scenarios. Scenarios in earlier 

grades generally focus on everyday student discovery rather than formal science. Scenarios in 

higher grades include student investigations, formal scientific research, formal scientific data 

from references, and students or scientists providing competing explanations for real scientific 

phenomena.

www.discoveractaspire.org
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What Your Interim 
Scores Mean
For each subject you took, you will receive a scale score. The lowest obtainable scale score (LOSS) 

is 150 and the highest obtainable scale score (HOSS) varies by subject and grade level. For each 

subject, the scale scores have the same meaning across different forms of the test, so they may be 

used to monitor your progress throughout the year. The example report below (Figure 1) is for a 

4th grade student who most recently took an English Interim assessment in November and earned 

a scale score of 158. Previously, this student earned a scale score of 157 in September.

English
Meets
Benchmark
158

ACT Interim Readiness Benchmark: 157 National Average: 159

Figure 1. Chart from Individual Student Report—Current Progress

Your scale score can be compared to the ACT Interim Readiness Benchmark (reference the 

dotted line in Figure 1) to determine whether you are performing at a level consistent with being 

“on target” for meeting the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks in 11th grade. If you score below 

the Interim Readiness Benchmark, you may still have time left in the school year to progress to 

the “Meets Benchmark” level. In the Figure 1 example, the student scored at the Benchmark in 

September, and then just above the Benchmark in November. The Interim Readiness Benchmarks 

are consistent with the ACT Readiness Benchmarks used for the summative test, so they can help 

you understand if you’re likely to meet the Benchmark on the summative test. Table 1 shows the 

lowest and highest obtainable scale scores as well as the readiness benchmarks for ACT Aspire 

Interim assessments by subject and grade.
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Table 1. LoSS, Benchmark and hoSS of ACT Aspire Interim Assessments by Subject and Grade

Grade

English Mathematics Reading Science

LOSS Benchmark HOSS LOSS Benchmark HOSS LOSS Benchmark HOSS LOSS Benchmark HOSS

3 150 158 168 150 160 175 150 160 164 150 164 171

4 150 157 168 150 160 175 150 160 164 150 164 171

5 150 159 168 150 157 175 150 162 164 150 167 171

6 150 160 174 150 158 175 150 159 164 150 163 171

7 150 160 174 150 160 180 150 161 164 150 166 171

8 150 159 174 150 162 180 150 159 165 150 161 171

9 150 169 186 150 159 180 150 159 165 150 164 171

10 150 171 186 150 162 180 150 160 165 150 164 171

Notes. LoSS = Lowest obtainable Scale Score; hoSS = highest obtainable Scale Score.

For tests taken before May, score reports also include a predicted path. Your predicted path 

shows a range of predicted values for your end-of-year scale score, and can help you understand 

whether you are on target to meet the Benchmark at the end of the year. In the Figure 1 example, 

the predicted path shows that the student would likely score above the Benchmark level if he or she 

tested again in June.

Your scale score can also be compared to the average score among all students in your grade who 

took the test in the spring. In the example below, the national average score for the 4th grade 

English test is 159. So, the student’s November score is just below the national average. National 

percentile ranks are also provided for each subject tested (Figure 2). Your ranks show the 

percentage of students in the nation who received a score that is the same or lower than yours. The 

percentile ranks shown in the report are based on spring testing, when students have received most 

of the instruction for the year. For example, a rank of 62 for the Reading score means that 62% of 

spring-tested students earned that score or lower.

Figure 2. national percentile ranks from Individual Student Report—Current 
Progress

The “Yes” or “No” indicator for Progress with Text Complexity (Figure 3) shows whether you 

have made sufficient progress in reading increasingly complex texts. In the Figure 3 example, 

the student has made sufficient progress with text complexity, and so a check mark appears in 

the “Yes” box. The text complexity measure is based on questions from the Reading test that are 

indicative of a student’s understanding of increasingly complex texts.

NATIONAL PERCENTILE RANK

Percentile
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Figure 3. Progress with text complexity from Individual Student Report—Current 
Progress

More specific information about how you performed in each subject is also available from the  

skill scores, which can be seen in Figure 4. Multiple skills are measured for each tested subject. 

Your skill score report includes the percent and number of points earned out of the total number 

of points possible in each skill. In the Figure 4 example, the student scored 57% (earned 4 out of 

7 points) on the Craft and Structure skill of the reading test.

Your skill scores can also be compared to the ACT Interim Readiness Range corresponding to 

each skill. The Interim Readiness Range shows where a student who has met the Interim Readiness 

Benchmark on the subject test will typically score on each skill. In the Figure 4 example, the student 

is within the Readiness Range for Key Ideas and Details, but not for Craft and Structure.

Figure 4. Skill scores from Individual Student Report—Current Progress

Test scores are only estimates of your true achievement level, and are subject to “measurement 

error.” This means that your score could be different if you were to test again, even if your true 

achievement level did not change. The scale score range (Figure 5) takes the measurement error 

into account and shows the scores you would likely obtain if you were to test again. In the Figure 5 

example, the student earned a Reading score of 160, and would likely obtain a score between 

160 and 162 if he or she tested again without additional coursework.

Figure 5. Scale score range from Current Progress Report

What to Do with  
Your Scores
Talk to your parents, teacher, and counselors about your Interim score report and what it shows 

about your strengths and weaknesses in the subjects you tested in. Use the specific skill information 

to make a plan to build on your progress in each subject. Such a plan will help improve your 

English, mathematics, reading, and science skills.

Students must read and understand increasingly complex
texts to prepare for the reading demands of college and
career. Examples of factors that contribute to text complexity
are vocabulary level and sentence structure. The reading test
measures progress with text complexity by checking for
understanding of texts from a range of complexity levels.

Sufficient Progress

Yes No

PROGRESS WITH TEXT COMPLEXITY

Skill score ACT Interim Readiness Range 

SCALE SCORE RANGE
All measurements, including test scores,
contain uncertainty. Your test score
indicates how well you performed on the
actual test day. However, this range
shows scores you would likely obtain if
you took the test again without additional
coursework.

Subject Range
English
Reading
Science
Math

158-160
160-162
160-162
159-161


