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Why are essential skills 
important?

Soft Skills Employability 
Skills Life Skills 21st Century 

Skills Essential Skills



Agenda

• Developing & measuring essential skills: 
• Developing: Passport to Success® Traveler
• Measuring: ACT® Tessera Workforce

• How both can work together in your organization
• Q&A

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



Passport to Success® 
Traveler
A mobile-optimized course from the International Youth 
Foundation to develop essential skills 

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



Meet Passport to Success® 
Traveler

Launching 
January 2020

FREE 1year 
access 



• Course: 
• 18 Units: 50 bite-sized, 

game-based lessons
• 3 customized learning journeys 
• Seat Time: 10+ hours

• Access: Mobile-first and browser 
accessible 

• Languages: English (US and UK), 
Spanish, Hindi, Arabic

• Design: Game-based; designed by, for, and 
with target audience

• Diversity & inclusion focus; female empowerment  

Meet Passport to Success® 
Traveler



PTS 
Traveler 
Benefits

• Builds essential skills for 
employability quickly

• Engages & delights users 
thanks to user-centered 
design 

• Career exposure 
• Develops cultural 

& gender sensitivity
• Research-

backed



Individuals 
• Age Range: 16-29

• Basic digital fluency 

• 7th grade reading level 

• Internet-enabled device

Organizations
• Strong need to increase 

essential skills in Millennial 
and Gen-Z workforce

• Job seekers or current 
workers 

PTS Traveler User Profile



Activity examples



PTS Traveler Content



Level Up and Lead

Seeking to advance in your 
career field? Perhaps you 
have been told you should 
improve on specific skills 
before advancing. 

11 Units: 6.5 Hours 

Workforce Ready

Are you actively looking for 
a first job? Maybe you are 
finishing a training or 
educational program before 
starting your job search. 

10 Units: 5.5 Hours

Eager to Explore

Just beginning to consider 
career paths? Perhaps you 
are looking to broaden your 
professional skills but are 
not sure where to start. 

9 Units: 5 Hours

Self Directed Experience: 
Learning Journeys



ACT® 
Tessera Workforce®

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



Measure What Matters

Sutton Trust.  LIFE LESSONS Improving essential life skills for young people Carl Cullinane and Rebecca 
Montacute – October 2017.

https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Life-Lessons-Report_FINAL.pdf


Key Benefits
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Tessera Suite of SEL & Essential Skills

6
SKILLS

WORK ETHIC

COLLABORATION

RESILIENCE

CREATIVITY

LEADERSHIP

INTEGRITY



Key Benefits

17

Improve work readiness

Improve work attitudes

Increase career success/satisfaction

Increase job performance/retention



Users rate the extent to 
which they agree with 

several statements.

Users select 
statements that are 

“most like them” and 
“least like them.”

Users are presented 
with scenarios and 
five possible 
responses to each.

Item Types



Tessera Workforce Report (IR)

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



Better together: 
PTS Traveler &
Tessera Workforce®

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



Mapping Tessera to 
PTS Traveler

Tessera Workforce Skill 
ACT Behavioral 

Framework Domain 
HEXACO Domain Passport to Success Traveler Units 

Integrity  Acting Honestly  Honesty /Humility  
• Sky-High Confidence  
• Rules of the Road: Values and Ethics  

Resilience  
Maintaining 
Composure  

Emotional Stability  

• Smooth Sailing: Managing Conflict  
• Making Connections: Communication Skills for 

Professionals  
• Landing the Job 

Leadership  Socializing with Others  Extraversion  
• Destination: Career Success 
• Leadership: In the Pilot’s Seat 
• Sky-High Confidence  

Collaboration  
Getting Along with 
Others  

Agreeableness  
• Getting There Together: Cooperation and 

Teamwork 
• Welcome Aboard: Customer Service Essentials  

Work Ethic  Sustaining Effort  Conscientiousness  
• On Time Arrivals: Managing Your Time 
• You: The Business Traveler  
• Chart Your Course  

Creativity  Keeping an Open Mind  Openness  
• Problem Solving: Finding Alternate Routes 
• Cultural Connections: Respecting Diversity  
• Gender Ambassador  

 

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



How job seekers can use 
these tools
1. Take ACT’s Tessera

Workforce 
assessment

2. Develop skills with 
IYF’s PTS Traveler

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT



JOIN US!
Contact Sheerin Vesin (s.vesin@iyfnet.org) to become an early 
adopter of PTS Traveler for FREE! 
Contact Cory Galano (cory.galano@act.org) for more information 
about Tessera Workforce

Join the conversation using #ACTWorkforce @ACT

mailto:s.vesin@iyfnet.org
mailto:cory.galano@act.org
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